St. Hubert’s Episcopal Church
in the Village of Kirtland Hills

Morning Prayer
The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Sunday, January 10, 2021

Opening Hymn
The first Nowell the angel did say

Hymnal 109

2 They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far,
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.
3 And by the light of that same star
three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went.
Refrain
4 This star drew nigh to the northwest,
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest,
and there it did both stop and stay
right over the place where Jesus lay.
Refrain
5 Then entered in those wise men three
full reverently upon their knee,
and offered there in his presence
their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.
Refrain
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6 Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
and with his blood our life hath bought.
Refrain
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.

Isaiah

60:3

Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant
People

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
The Lord has shown forth his glory: Come let us adore him.
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Psalm 95:1-7
Venite
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14
1 Give the King your justice, O God, *

and your righteousness to the King’s Son;
2 That he may rule your people righteously *

and the poor with justice;
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *

and the little hills bring righteousness.
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; *

he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *

from one generation to another.
6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *

like showers that water the earth.
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall
be no more.
10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, *
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and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.
11 All kings shall bow down before him, *

and all the nations do him service.
12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, *

and the oppressed who has no helper.
13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; *

he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, *

and dear shall their blood be in his sight.
First Reading

Isaiah 60:1-6

A Lesson from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord
will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and
be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea
shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of
camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from
Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the
praise of the Lord.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn
What child is this, who, laid to rest

Hymnal 115

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
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haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary.
2 Why lies he in such mean estate
where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.
Refrain
3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
come, peasant, king, to own him;
the King of kings salvation brings,
let loving hearts enthrone him.
Refrain
Gospel Reading

Matthew 2:1-12

A Reading from Matthew.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a
ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the
wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Reflection

The Rev. Daniel H. Schoonmaker

Musical Reflection
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
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as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Suffrages A.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Collect of the Day
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the
earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see
your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Prayers for Epiphany
Holy Jesus,
before your infant form
sages bowed the knee
and acknowledged your lordship
over all power and wisdom.
Grant us also clear vision and courage,
that in the light of your light,
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we may devote our power and potential
to your service,
even when that requires us
to go home by another way.
Amen.*
God of all people and places, like the magi we would journey into the presence of
Jesus Christ. There we would offer our gifts; before Christ, we would lay the
realities of our lives, good and bad. We offer our joy and love and laughter, that
they might be made holy; we relinquish our bitterness and hatred and worry, that we
might be made whole once more; through the living Spirit of Christ.
Amen.*
Shine brightly,
star of God,
and guide our wandering world
to where a prince of Peace is born.
Where children wish upon a star
or wise men scan the universe in hope
let your bright beams
surround their dreams
and guide their hesitating feet
to where a miracle is born.
Enable each of us
to make a New Year's journey
leaving behind the prejudices and fears
of yester-year,
embracing a fresh openness
by which we welcome all world pilgrims
whose journeys end in worship and humility.
Be a sign today
of mercy and of love
like a rainbow in spring
or the bright summer sun,
and show us how our lives
can include the forgotten and forlorn,
the grieving and the hurt.
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And we will offer to our God
now seen and touched in straw-filled bed
the best gifts in the world:
our joy, our grief, and our life.
Amen.*
*Westminster Collection of Christian Prayers, pp. 80-81
A Collect for Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to
serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of
our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of
any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near:
Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations
into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
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through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21
Closing Hymn
Good Christian friends, rejoice

Hymnal 107

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!
2 Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss;
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door,
and we are blest for evermore.
Christ was born for this!
3 Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave:
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save!
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A donation has been made to the Altar Flower Fund by Shirley Gibson to the Glory
of God and in loving memory of First Lieutenant William Birkett Williams.

Officiant: The Rev. Daniel H. Schoonmaker
Readers: Doris and Harvey Webster
Organist: Jim Robinson
Soloists: Liz Huff, Scott Posey, Laura Webster

A Note on Today’s Readings
The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ—Years A, B, C

Welcome. The title “Epiphany” is from the Greek word for “showing forth” or
“manifestation.” This day, and the season which follows, celebrate the events by
which Jesus was shown forth as the Son of God. The coming of the wise men at his
birth reflects the recognition of him by the Gentiles. Thus, he is the savior of all
people, not only his own people, the Jews.
In the first reading, Isaiah rejoices in the return of Israel to Jerusalem and foresees
the time when all races and nations will stream to the Holy City and to the God of
Israel, bringing gifts to God. This passage has long been read on this festival
because of its striking resemblance to the coming of the wise men.
We celebrate not only an event in Jesus’ life today, but also (and more importantly)
the manifestation of Christ in our lives. He is shown forth in Word and Sacrament
in our liturgical celebrations, and through our lives, he is shown forth to the world
as the savior of all people.
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2007 by Michael W. Merriman. Church
Publishing Incorporated, New York.
H 109 — Music: Alternative setting with descant, © 1926, by Oxford University Press, Inc.
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